
 

Narrative Essay Format With Sample Essay 
 

 

The Introduction 
 

It was a wonderful week to camp in the great outdoors, even if some of their friends thought it was a 

strange way to honeymoon. Trudy and Jeff were looking forward to their week at Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park in Tennessee. Little did they know what a learning experience this trip would 

be. Oftentimes people do not follow simple directions. However, these campers learned just how 

important following directions can be. 
 

Setting the scene of the story 
 

After a scenic drive through the glorious mountains, Trudy and Jeff arrived at the camping area. A ranger 

at the booth handed them a map and asked, “Have you ever camped with us before?” “A better 

question would be if we ever camped before,” Jerry answered wryly. “You’ll be fine. Just remember, this 

isn’t a hotel. We do have bears and other animals in the area, so lock your food up in the car,” said the 

ranger as he handed them a lists of Do’s and Don’ts. 
 

Developing the plot 
 

Exhausted from their first attempt at setting up a campsite, Trudy and Jeff crawled inside the tent that 

evening. They crashed right to sleep. The ranger’s list was left laying on the tent floor. 
 

Continuing the action – Vivid Word Choices 
 

Just before sunrise, Jerry was awakened by the sounds of metal ripping. He quietly slipped out of the 

tent. A fully grown black bear was sitting on their picnic table busily prying the lid off the cooler they 

neglected to store in the car the night before. Finding the pound of bacon he prized, the bear leaned 

back on his hind haunches and began to devour the bacon. Jerry started screaming at the bear, “Get out 

of here! What do you think you’re doing?” 
 

Reaching the Climax 
 

By this point, most of the other campers had exited their own tents and watched the scene unfold. The 

bear was not amused by Jerry’s threatening, especially with the remainder of the bacon at stake. The 

black bear stood on top of the picnic table to his full height. While the bear actually stood only four feet 

tall, the extra height of the table caused him to loom over Jerry’s head. The bear suddenly fell forward, 

striking the table with his full weight and snarled. The table moaned in response. 
 

The Climax continues 
 

Much more quickly than anyone anticipated, the bear reached out his huge, menacing paw towards 

Jerry. Fear leapt into Jerry’s eyes as he turned and ran back into his tent. Zip! closed the zipper. Now, 



one can only imagine how much time passed before Jerry and Trudy realized the futility of his 

preventive actions. How was a flimsy flap of canvas going to stop a full-sized, angry bear? 
 

Finding the Solution 
 

Fortunately, the bear was much more interested in the left-over bacon than in Jerry and Trudy. The bear 

cautiously turned around, climbed back on top of the table, and continued to eat his early breakfast. He 

carefully examined the remaining contents of the cooler. Finding nothing else as delectable as the 

bacon, the bear jumped off the picnic table, grunted, licked his paws and mouth, and then lumbered off 

into the deeper woods that surrounded the campground. 
 

The Concluding Paragraph 
 

The audience that had gathered applauded spontaneously, then slowly returned to their own campsites, 

shaking their heads in disbelief. Meanwhile, inside the thin canvas tent, Trudy and Jeff had lit their 

lantern and were carefully studying the items listed on the Do’s and Don’ts list. The rest of their trip was 

blissfully peaceful as they made sure to follow all the rules at the campsite. 


